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Title
Where does 

the MVFT 

come from?

Sprinkling Fresh Concrete Pavement
Snohomish County, 1916



What is the Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax?

$MVFT

The Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax (MVFT) is 

an excise tax imposed on the sale of fuel 

for transportation and other purposes.

• It is collected by state and federal agencies 

and the rate varies by state and fuel type.

• It is used for various purposes, such as  

constructing and maintaining roads, bridges 

and ferries; installing and maintaining traffic 

lights; policing state public highways; 

purchasing right of ways and operating 

movable span bridges.



The Legislature established 

its first gas tax of 1¢/gallon, 

raising $900k for road 

construction 

and maintenance. 

The move to relying directly 

on road users rather than 

the general tax base and 

special levies was a 

significant milestone.

History of the MVFT in Washington State

1921 1944 1954 1985

CRAB was given the 

responsibility to 

determine each county’s 

share of the gas tax, 

which includes the 

biennial and annual 

calculations. 

The Legislature 

determined the formula 

for equitable distribution 

to counties that is still in 

effect today, with only 

minor revisions and 

amendments in 1988. 

Washington voters 

approved Amendment 

18, limiting 

transportation-related 

revenues to highway use 

in response to numerous 

Depression Era efforts to 

reallocate funds to other 

areas.
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Historical MVFT Rates in Washington
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*Adjusted for inflation, 
2.0¢ in 1921 = 28.0¢ in 2022



• State gas tax rates are not apples to 

apples, but WA does have one of the 

highest rates in the country

• State gas tax ranges from 5 to 67.4¢, with 

a national average of 31.63¢ per gallon

• These numbers do not include federal 

excise tax, which is now 18.4¢, for a total 

gas tax of 67.8¢ per gallon in WA

What is the current state gas tax in WA?
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Snohomish County



How the MVFT is Calculated: Four Factors 
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10%

Equal Distribution

• Every county gets a 10% share, 

reflected in the equal portion

• It addresses needs that are 

independent of road use, road 

miles or financial ability

• It addresses the minimum fixed 

“cost of doing business”

10% Share ÷ 39 Counties = 0.2564%

How the MVFT is Calculated: Four Factors 



30%
Equivalent Population

• Sum of the population residing in the county’s 

unincorporated area and a quarter of the population 

residing in the county’s incorporated areas

• It has been in use since 1982; previously the number of 

vehicle miles traveled was used but the data was 

insufficient for all county roads.

100% Unincorporated Population  
+ 25% Incorporated Population

How the MVFT is Calculated: Four Factors 



Annual Road Cost

30%

1/25 Road Replacement Cost  + Annual Maintenance Cost

• Each segment of road has a maintenance category 

(range M1-13) and a replacement category (range R1-

15), and an assessed cost based on multiple road 

characteristics. More road miles, more construction and 

maintenance costs.

• Bridges costs are calculated based on bridge type and 

square footage.

How the MVFT is Calculated: Four Factors 



Money Needs

30%

Annual Road Cost - Road Cost Factor* 
* (½ Road Levy + ½ Fed & State Forest Funds + CAPRON)

• Road Levy: tax levied on the valuation of all taxable 

property within the county road districts, including any 

amount of such tax diverted

• Federal & State Forest Funds: funds received from the 

federal forest reserve fund and state timber excise taxes 

by the county road fund

• CAPRON (aka the “Island County Refunds”): motor vehicle 

license fees and special fuel taxes

How the MVFT is Calculated: Four Factors 



How the MVFT is Calculated: Four Factors 
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$MVFT
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2024 Allocation Factor Computations



• The MVFT distributions are calculated and 

submitted to our board for approval every July 

and then published

• Any one of the four calculation factors could 

impact a county’s portion.

• What counties CAN do is ensure they provide 

accurate data for the control fields!

What could impact YOUR portion of MVFT?
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Where 

does the 

MVFT go?

Snohomish County



Distribution of the MVFT Tax

11.90¢  Connecting WA Account

10.21¢  State Hwy Motor Vehicle Fund

  8.50¢  TPA WSDOT

  5.00¢  State Highway Nickel Package

  3.04¢  Transportation Improvement Account

    .75¢  State Highway Category C Account

    .54¢  Ferry Capital Construction

    .54¢  Ferry Operations

  2.46¢  Cities and Towns Distribution

    .50¢  TPA Cities

  4.43¢  Counties Distribution

    .58¢  Rural Arterial Transportation Account (RATA) 

    .50¢  TPA Counties

    .45¢  County Arterial Preservation (CAP)

S
T

A
T

E
C

O
U

N
T

Y
C

IT
Y

49.4¢



$0

$50,000,000

$100,000,000

$150,000,000

$200,000,000

$250,000,000

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

$141,241,437 
Average

Despite increasing demands and increasing costs, 

the funding for county roads has remained stagnant.

Annual MVFT Direct Share to Counties 



• In 1990, counties could resurface 

about 64 miles of road for $1 

million; as of 2019, it's down to 21. 

• The Producer Price Index confirms 

that the costs for gravel and other 

roadway construction materials has 

skyrocketed, particularly in the past 

two years, spreading existing 

budgets even more thinly.

MVFT Funds Don’t Stretch as Far as They Used To
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What are 

the future 
challenges 

for the 

MVFT?

Kitsap County



Historical MVFT Estimated Revenues
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?
The MVFT funds a large portion of the transportation budget but is a declining resource.



• As vehicles become more fuel-efficient, 

gas consumption decreases along with 

gas tax revenues. 

• Not all Washington drivers pay equally to 

use our roads. Drivers with more fuel-

efficient or electric vehicles pay less in gas 

taxes than others to use Washington’s 

roadways.
   

• Long term, a pay-per-mile Road Usage 

Charge (RUC) system could provide a more 

stable source of transportation funding 

and increase tax equity among drivers.

What is the Challenge for the MVFT?



Mike Clark, Road Systems Inv Manager

mike.clark@crab.wa.gov

360.350.6084

Thank you!
Questions or Comments?
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